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ABSTRACTED-PUB-NO: JP 01022802A 
BASIC-ABSTRACT: 

Preservation of insect parasitic nematodes comprises using sphagnum or 
peat-moss in the presence of moisture retaining material. Content of 
moisture 

retaining material and prepn. process are also claimed. 

Insect parasitic nematodes include order of Rhabditida, genera of 
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Steinernema 

and Heterorhabditis, e.g. Steinernema feltiac (DD-136. Mexican. All), S. 
bibbionis, S. glaseri, Heterorhabditis heliothidis. Spagnum or peat-moss 
can 

be obtd. naturally or by cultivation and generally supplied in living or 
dried 

prods. Highly water absorbing polymers can absorb water up to 30-fold 
water to 

their weight and include e.g. starch polyacrylonitrile graft copolymers, 
bridged polyalkylene oxides, vinyl ester-ethylene unsatd. carboxylic acid 
copolymers. 

USE/ ADVANTAGE - Insect parasitic nematodes are useful for the 
biological 

control of harmful insects in agricultural, horticultural and forest 
industries. The demand for such nematodes is seasonal and limited to 
mainly a 

spring to autumn, however, production of these parasitic nematodes in a 
short 

period of time and in a large quantity is very difficult. Prodn. and 
reservation of these nematodes throughout the year can respond the 
demand. 
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